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A new look at the research methods of psychology based on the semiotic approach
to the process of meaning construction in daily interaction
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In this study, a theoretical framework concerning both the process of
meaning construction and the emergence of self was constructed based on the qualitative analyses of
child-mother conversation and children’ s writings about their experiences. The framework also
relies on the semiotic approach of cultural psychology and focuses on the role of otherness and
dialectic tensions that prepare and promote the process of meaning construction. Although it is
based on the analyses of children’ s meaning construction, the result of this study offers a
theoretical foundation to a variety of psychological studies that analyze qualitative data obtained
from interviews or observations of interaction.
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