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How do young children guess word meanings through taking others® perspectives

KOBAYASHI, Harumi
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We studied how children take others’ perspectives and do referencin?
actions when they themselves teach something to others. The participants were typically developing
4-year-old and 6-year-old children and adults, and children of autism spectrum disorder. The result
showed that when the aim of teaching behavior is explicit, all participant groups properly took
others’ perspectives to put objects in a proper direction, but using touch-pointing that can
properly specify the referent part varied among the participant groups suggesting developmental
changes. Autistic children tended to use touch-pointing even when the experimenter pointed object
part with 7cm distance from the object.
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