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This study investigated the role of language and cognitive control in the
development of theory-of-mind (ToM), which is the ability to infer inner-states of other people.
Three year-old children’ s use of mental state words was related to the early phase of development
of ToM. The use of mental state words predicted the subsequent development of cognitive control,
which was concurrently related to the development of ToM. These relationships suggest that the early

use of mental state words provides a foundation for cognitive control and the subsequent
development of ToM. Causality of events was also related to ToM, with and without the influence of
cognitive control. For the inference of other people’ s inner states, the processing of linguistic
information impacted significantly on the Berformance of ToM, suggesting that language may play a
more significant role than has previously been reported.
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