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How old will social desirability affect psychological test scores?

SUKIGARA, Masune
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At what age will social desirability bias appear in scores of self-report
psychological tests? To answer the question, early adolescents (from 10 tol5 years old) and their
mothers (359 pairs) were administrated the Early Adolescent Temperament Questionnaire-Revised. And
also they rated social desirability of this test"s items. The results showed that as age increased,

a way of influencing social desirability bias on the scores of children have become to be similar
to mothers®. Since social desirability is considered to be a manifestation of the internalization
of a belief system in their culture, this research on the response bias in psychological tests also
could indicate that the internalization emerges in early adolescent.
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Note: a) Mother’s Social Desirability, b) Interaction between Age and Mother’s Social Desirability
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1 Faking Good Bad) (SD)
Children'sAge
Scale 10-11(N=96) 12-13(N=147) 14-15(N=115) Mother
ActivationControl 3.10(0.58) 3.09(0.64) 2.93(0.71) 3.23(0.49)
Attention 2.90(0.61) 2.96(0.54) 2.78(0.62) 3.17(0.41)
InhibitoryControl 3.18(0.59) 3.21(0.49) 3.14(0.57) 3.25(0.47)
Affiliation 2.98(0.59) 2.95(0.53) 2.94(0.49) 3.22(0.44)
Aggression 1.68(0.68) 1.65(0.52) 1.76(0.64) 1.58(0.47)
DepressiveM ood 1.57(0.54) 1.60(0.57) 1.75(0.56) 1.70(0.42)
Highl ntensityPleasure 2.27(0.76) 2.34(0.66) 2.33(0.63) 2.19(0.51)
Fear 2.46(0.59) 2.31(0.55) 2.29(0.57) 2.45(0.44)
Shyness 2.21(0.67) 2.22(0.71) 2.30(0.66) 2.11(0.43)
Frustration 2.05(0.77) 2.06(0.65) 2.16(0.71) 1.96(0.48)
Good 2.09(0.90) 2.14(0.77) 1.89(0.73) 2.22(0.70)
Bad 1.78(0.78) 2.08(0.75) 2.10(0.83) 2.01(0.66)
2 Faking Good Bad)
(n (B)
r
Age Group
Scale 10-11  12-13 14-15 B
(N=97) (N=147) (N=115) Age Disclose Faking SD? AgeSDP R?
ActivationControl .26 .21 .48 -.08 .10* .01 32%** -- A1
Attention .16 .30 .46 -.04 .06 -.06 33F** -- A1
InhibitoryControl .20 .24 .45 -.03 .16%* -.06 .30*** -- A1
Affiliation .19 .23 .29 -.01 18*** .03 25%** A2+ 10
Aggression .28 .23 31 .04 -.12* .08 .26%** -- .08
DepressiveM ood .32 .34 .27 A1+ -.08 A3 29%** -- 12
HighlntensityPleasure .18 .37 .18 -.01 -.05 .01 .25 - .05
Fear .09 .26 .19 -.10 14** .01 .18*** -- .06
Shyness .25 43 .43 .05 -.01 -.05 .38*** -- .14
Frustration .06 .24 .30 .04 -.10 .06 2 R -- .05
Good 42 23 .10 **%:n< 001, ** :p<.05 *:p<.05
Bad .22 .36 .35
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Factor Polychoric Correlation
Disclose Faking Sad Happy Angry Good
Happy 773 -.070
Angry .836 .012 .61
Sad 797 .044 .67 .64
FakingGood 101 .352 .15 .10 12
FakingBad -.170 .720 -.03 -.10 -.05 .24
r between factors .139
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