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History of University Extension in Japan at post WWII era
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University Extension

In Japan, interest in university extension became extremely high under the

influence of the occupying army of the United States in the educational reform after World War I1.
However, the policy fell into a gap between the University Academic Bureau and the Social Education
Bureau of the Ministry of Education. Moreover, universities didn"t have enough room to promote
university extension in the situation of the restart as a new university system. As a result, it
became sluggish around 1955.

From 1970s, due to the response to the university conflict and the growing interest in lifelong
learning worldwide, some universities --Tohoku University etc.-- established extension centers. In
the late Showa era and the early Heisei era, the movement to university extension began in earnest.
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