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Uncovering China®s Strategy for Becoming a Superpower:A Comparative Study of
English Language Education in Elementary Schools in China and Japan
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This study aimed to examine how English language education at the elementary
level is being promoted in China under the Belt and Road Initiative. A survey of Chinese elementary
schools revealed a number of noteworthy education policies. These include the training of a large

number of elementary school English teachers who will use English as the language of instruction,
enhanced teacher training, use of awards to increase teacher motivation, learning and dissemination
of information about China in English, and the use of information and communications technology in
the classroom. We then compared these against English language teaching in Japanese elementary
schools and conclude that, above all, English language education at the elementary level in China
serves as the social foundation for the Belt and Road Initiative.There is much for Japan to learn
from China®s English education, including the training of high-level elementary school English

teachers in China.
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