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The relationships between anonymous beliefs about the Internet and online
deviant behaviors
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The aim of the study is to examine the relationships between the beliefs
about anonymity on various online scenes where people conduct deviant behaviors, and the levels of
moral disengagement in each scenes (tolerance of acts from a bystanders® point of view). Results
revealed that abusive posting and comments about others on the online BBS and twitter was recognized

as the most anonymous for both the perpetrators and the victims. As for the levels of moral
disengagement, on the other hand, inappropriate postings by twitter was found to be the most likely
to cause moral disengagement. Thus, it was speculated that the beliefs about anonymity on the
Internet and moral disengagement caused by such beliefs could both make people engage online deviant
behaviors.
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