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Biodiversity recovery from the Late Paleozoic mass extinction in mid-latitude
region
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The geological survey of the Lower Triassic in South Primorye, Russian Far
East reveals the following things: 1) Bellerophontid gastropods that survived the end of the
Paleozoic mass extinction completely disappeared in the middle Smithian, 2) Ammonoid assemblages
changed at the Smithian/Spathian boundary, 3) Crinoids and large bivalves flourished in the shallow
waters in the early Spathian. These evidences provide an important key for understanding the
Smithian/Spathian event and the biodiversity recovery from the Late Paleozoic mass extinction in
mid-latitude region on the western side of the Panthalassa.
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