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Plio-Pleistocene local mass extinction of marine molluscs in the Philippine
Archipelago
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The waters around the Southeast Asian tropical islands, including the
Philippines archipelago, are known as the most diverse biodiversity hotspot over the world. This
study aims to clarify the origin of this highest biodiversity hotspot and the presence of the local
mass extinction events on the basis of the late Cenozoic molluscan and other invertebrate fossils.
Based on extensive search for Cenozoic fossil-bearing beds, microfossil age dating and extensive
collecting of invertebrate fossils in the Philippines, a large collection and its data base were
established to promote paleontological researches on the Cenozoic paleontology of this area.
Although still under research, a local mass extinction event has been strongly suggested by fossil
molluscs between the Pliocene and Pleistocene, while studies of microfossil ostracods showed that
the biodiversity jump occurred within the Pliocene.
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