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Regional Resource Exploitation and Profit Sharing between Region and City to
Plan a Hydropower Generation Dam in the Modern Era

HORIKAWA, Yoko
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The first party cabinet in modern Japan, the Hara cabinet, was formed in
1918, and full-scale transmission of electricity was initiated in 1919. With this change, the
relationship between the region and the city changed from one defined by regionalism to one
characterized by nationalism.

Electricity produced by the utilization of regional resources was not sent unilaterally to the
city without the electric power company offering various forms of regional investment or profit
sharing, such as improvements to the local infrastructure or direct donation of funds to the areas
where the electricity was generated.

The government tried to maintain regional stability by settling an oppositional relationship
between the region and the city, and therefore the business of generating electricity was never
conducted by large companies whose profits depended on support from the national government.
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