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Architectural Transition from the late Middle Ages to the Renaissance under the
Spanish Kingdom in South Italy
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It has been proposed that the Renaissance architecture of South Italy,
such as Naples and Palermo, was influenced by that of Florence and Rome. In this study however we
could find another design source from Spanish (or Aragonese) architecture, where medieval tradition,

such as Islam and Gothic, remained, because South Italy was under the Spanish Kingdom and cultural
exchange between two regions was observed at that time. We would like to go on to develop these
theories by extending our researches to Portugal, which had been in rivalry with Spain in the Age of
Discovery, because excessive decoration was common to both architectural style in the end of the
fifteenth century.
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Simoncini, Firenze, 1992.
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® L'architettura di eta aragonese nell’ltalia centro- meridionale, ed. by C. Cundari, Roma,
2007.
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