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PRESERVATION AND ADAPTIVE REUSE OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN GERMAN CENTRAL STATIONS
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Category 1 railway stations in Germany are considered as traffic hubs with
high level of passenger service in large German cities. Our subject of study is 10 Hauptbahnhofs
(central stations) selected from those Category 1 stations, where some of the historical structures
originally built in late 19th to early 20th centuries have been preserved to date and put in
adaptive reuse after WI. Our study is focused on the fundamental architectural elements of the
railway stations; front building, platforms, train shed and concourse. We conducted on-site
investigation of those stations in the last three years and drew comparison between their present
state we observed and their original form recorded in documents. Then we examined the way in which
the preservation and/or alteration have been considered and implemented over the years in relation
to the increasing need of expansion of modern railway service in Germany.
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