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A Realistic Account of Housing Improvements in Prewar Reclamation Projects:
Techniques and concepts for improvement linked to education for rural
leaderstion in the Edo era
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This study investigates the initiatives and techniques used by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry for housing improvement in prewar land reclamation projects and rural
leader education, and examines its progressiveness and significance. In particular, we clarified the

mechanism and delivery status of the settlement relocation incentive system founded in 1920 to
promote relocation to areas of reclaimed land, and grasped the actual situation in 13 districts
using application documents and surveys. Since 1929, this system has shifted its policy to ensure “
guality” in terms of the durability of migrant homes, and in each area, the size and construction
cost of migrant homes was improved and the floorplans were made uniform through guidance. At the
rural leader training facilities supported by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry from 1934,
four schools were constructed as “ model farmhouses” to raise awareness of rural housing
improvements by housing trainees.
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