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Understanding the evolution of metazoan multicellularity by using the expanded
premetazoan models
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The molecular mechanism that enabled the evolution of animal
multicellularity has yet to be uncovered. We established and expanded the repertoire of
unicellular holozoan” models, the closest unicellular relatives to animals, by sequencing their
genomes and transcriptomes and by developing the means to analyze the functions of their ™
multicellular” genes.



(King et al. 2008;
Suga et al. 2008, 2012, 2013a)
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