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Species diversity of the phlebotomine sand fly in East Asia

Sanjoba, Chizu

3,800,000

Sergentomyia squamirostris
6 9
S. squamirostris

Sergentomyia S. squamirostris

In Japan, the sand flies have not been investigated since 1958 in spite of
their medical importance. Information on the current status of sand fly fauna and ecology in Japan
is thus important. Sand flies have been considered to be rare in Japan, however, this research
project reveal that the geographical distribution of the phlebotomine sand fly Sergentomyia
squamirostris seems to be wide, and the species appears to be abundant in the Honshu, Shikoku,
Kyushu, and Okinawa, not in Hokkaido area. Seasonal prevalence of S. squamirostris was surveyed in
different climate area, S. squamirostris started to appear from June and disappear until October,
and the numbers of sand flies become peak in August in each research area. According to the
analysis of blood meal of female S. squamirostris, it is suggested that S. squamirostris tend to
prefer the blood of reptiles. The distribution of S. squamirostris is confirmed in Japan and
Jiangxi, China, but not in Mongolia and Taiwan.
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