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The invasive signal crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusuculs) that have
established in Japan consists of three founding populations (Hokkaido, Nagano and Shiga
Prefectures). Among the three, more recently established populations that originated from the
Hokkaido group show enlarged chela size, which are expected to show high aggressiveness. In this
study, we tested the hypothesis that “ individuals from more recently established populations
exhibit higher aggressiveness and activity” . Based on laboratory experiments, we found that
aggressiveness, number of approaches and activity were higher in secondary invasive populations
relative to the founding population. Hence, aggressiveness and activity of the introduced signal
crayrish in Japan considered to have changed following secondary spread from the founding
population.
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