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Azorhizobium caulinodans is a rhizobium of a tropical legume Sesbania
rostrata that forms nitrogen-fixing nodules on the roots and stems. This bacterium fixes nitrogen in
the host cells in the stem/root nodules and provide ammonium to the host plants. Although A.
caulinodans is a symbiotic bacterium, it has the ability to produce a host cell killing factor
called R-body. Therefore, this bacterium establishes symbiosis with the host by strongly suppressing
the expression of the reb genes that are involved in R-body synthesis. In the present study, we

elucidated the molecular mechanism of the expression of reb genes.
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