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We investigated mammalian fauna and their behaviors using motion sensor

cameras in bamboo groves and adjacent cedar groves in Hakusan, Ishikawa Prefecture. From August 2016
to August 2018, 15 species or species groups of mammals were photographed. Japanese serows, boars,
hares, and badgers accounted for 74% of photographs. Japanese serows and hares, which feed on the
above-ground parts of plants, stayed longer in cedar groves than in bamboo groves. Boars and
badgers, which can feed on underground food, stayed longer in bamboo groves than in cedar groves.
The staying time of boars in bamboo groves was unrelated to the amount of available food, including
bamboo shoots and soil animals. Boars stayed in bamboo groves for shorter periods of time than
expected despite an abundance of bamboo shoots or soil animals. This behavioral tendency may reflect
a time-minimizing feeding strategy as a means of predator avoidance.
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