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Affinities between Japanese style fisheries management and Individual Quota (1Q)
; What is Japanese style 1Q?

Higashimura, Reiko
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We studied about fishers’ own rules and possibility of introducing IQ into

some Fisheries in Japan. We focused on snowcrab fishery in Western Japan Sea area and large and
medium-scale purse seine fishery of mackerel in the North Pacific. We made interviews with snowcrab
fishers in the area. Fishery Agency decides TAC for this fishery every year. After that, TAC is
allocated to prefectures based on 3 years of previous catches. But more importantly, fishers
negotiate their own rules. This negotiation started in 1964 and fishers convert allocated TAC to
their own rules, which are fishing seasons, size of crabs, and numbers of crabs per trip. We also
made research into trial 1Q system for large and medium-scale purse seine fishery of mackerel in the
North Pacific. Under this trial 1Q system, fishers made very complicated rules including IQ per
vessel and per month.

Fishers’ own rules are one of the strong characteristics of some Japanese fisheries.
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