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International comparative study on water management systems for realizing
internationally competetive low-cost rice farming
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Comparative study on rice farming, rice paddy fields and irrigation systems
in Australia and Japan was implemented for developing the irrigation system adapted to
internationally competitive low-cost rice farming in Japan. The main findings are as follows; 1)
water distribution between farmers in a local village has become more difficult as farmers living in

different villages have extended their farmland in the village. 2) The volumetric water fee system
induces farmers’ spontaneous water-saving and makes water distribution between farmers easier. 3)
Land consolidation project producing large scale paddy plots enables to decrease of irrigation
canals and drains at the field level. That enables large-scale farmers to apply water and to
maintain irrigation facilities in their large paddy areas easier with cheap and primitive irrigation

facilities such as earth canals.
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