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Homocysteine (Hcy), a sulfur-containing amino acid, Is a representative
intermediate metabolite of methionine (Met) to cysteine (Cys) via several intermediates. An elevated
level of Hcy in plasma plays an important role in diseases such as neural tube defects and Down
syndrome. In this study, development of Hcy and its related compounds in hair was examined. As a
result, HPLC-fluorescence detection coupled with tris(2-carboxylethyl)phosphine could determine Met
and Cys in human hair. And it"s clalified that the Hcy concentration in hair was less than that in

plasma.
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