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We have examined mouse Tm2d3 and its Drosophila homolog almondex (amx) by
using their respective deficient mutant animals.
Murine Tm2d3-deficient cultured cells were found to have decreased surface expression of both Notchl
and Notch2 as compared with the wild type cells. In the ventral presumptive mesodermal cells of
early Drosophila embryos, Notch and its ligand Delta interact, are endocytosed, and co-localize in
intracellular vesicles. In contrast, such vesicles were scarcely observed in the amx-deficient
mutants.
Based on these results, it is concluded that TM2D3/amx positively regulates surface expression of
Notch receptors to interact with their ligands.
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