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The social security system in Japan was greatl¥ revolutionized when the
insurance plan of long-term care, “ Kaigo” in Japanese, began in April 2000. Thus, Japanese social
security began at the 21st century with two great social insurance plans, that is, medical care
insurance and long-term care insurance. Each delivery system is divided: the medical care insurance
plan is for the acute stage, and the long-term care is for the chronic stage. Both systems should be

intended to cooperate to provide continuous care throughout the insured life. The public health and
welfare system has been trying hard to efficiently combine the medical and long-term care insurance
plans. Nevertheless, it is necessary to establish a new Kaigo insurance plan for ensuring the

integrated adequacy between geriatrics and long-term care.
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