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practice
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The elimination of regional maldistribution of medical resources has become
an important issue. The provider-population ratio, which is generally used as an indicator of
regional maldistribution, does not take into consideration the regional closeness. We applied the
enhanced two-step floating catchment area (E2SFCA) method. The purpose of this study was to clarify
the characteristics of the E2SFCA method for evaluating the regional distribution of medical
resources in Japan.

Population to the number of hospitals ratio and E2SFCA index reflected different characteristics.
Population to the number of clinics ratio and E2SFCA index were correlated among unit area with
different population size. Population-clinic ratio could overestimate the regional accessibility
among municipality with small population. Spatial accumulation with E2SFCA index of at-home deaths
revealed significant accumulation in certain areas.
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