©
2016 2019

Investigation of the relationship between the concentration and health care
outcomes at a regional level
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In Japan, the allocation of regional medical resources will be optimized

through the formulation of the regional medical plan based on the future estimation of the number of
beds. However, only the aging rate is used as a predictor for that estimation. In this study, using
the DPC data, we calculated the degree of concentration of the number of surgeries by secondary
medical areas and analyzed time-trend of the relationship between the degree of concentration and
outcomes. As a result, we clarified (1) the influence of the regional concentration of medical
technology on the outcomes and (2) the usefulness of the degree of concentration as a predictor in
the model of future estimation of the number of beds. The results of this study will be the basic
information for refining the regional medical plan.
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