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Cerebral microbleeds

Risk Stratification of Cerebral Bleeding during Antithrombotic Therapy
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In this prospective observational study, we sought to investigate whether
dual antiplatelet therapy (DAPT) and the combination therapy with antiplatelet and oral
anticoagulant drugs would increase cerebral microbleeds (CMBs) detected on brain MRI T2* imaging and

then increase intracranial hemorrhage in patients with cardiovascular disease. Our preliminary
results showed that among 14 DAPT patients with coronary artery disease, 14% had CMBs at the
baseline study. After 12 months, another 14% had new CMBs. At the baseline coronary angiography, the
CMBs-positive patients had greater number of coronary lesions and a trend of higher SYTAX score,
compared with CMBs-negative patients. Systolic blood pressure (SBP) at the baseline was similar
between CMBs-positive and CMBs-negative patients. After 8-month follow-up, SBP was higher in
CMBs-positive patients than in CMBs-negative ones.
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