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Identification of the therapeutic target in the early phase of development of
systemic sclerosis related organ involvement
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We aimed to investigate to identify the target protein at the early
developing phase of organ involvement in patients of systemic sclerosis. Plasma PTX3 level was
significantly increased in the order of stage of vascular involvement and highest in critical limb
ischemia patients. Elevation of PTX3 level preceded the development of vascular involvement and
subsequently the number of endothelial progenitor cells in peripheral circulation decreased
resulting in elevation of angiogenic factors FGF2 level after development. It was suggested that
PTX3 can be a biomarker in the early phrase of vascular involvement.
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