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The mechanism of dendritic cell-derived osteoclasts in the pathogenesis of
arthritis.
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We reported that human DCs can differentiate into (dendritic derived
osteolast; DCOC) in the inflammatory lesion without being regulated by osteoblasts/osteocytes. DCOC
possess not only the bone resorption ability but also the antigen-presenting function as DC.
Actually, there were characteristic osteoclasts bearing costimulatory molecules in RA synovium,

indicating that DCOC may play a pivotal role in the pathogenesis of RA by the maintenance of
inflammation as well as joint destruction.
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