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Galectin-9 in Intestinal Mucosa of Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease.

Kudo, Takahiro
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i Twenty-two_pediatric patients with first attack inflammatory bowel disease
(Crohn’ s disease (CD);10, ulcerative colitis (UC);12) and 24 normal control patients were enrolled
in this study. The terminal ileum mucosa or the sigmoid colon mucosa were taken under

ileo-colonoscopy.

In the results, galectin-9 (Gal-9) expression in CD mucosa was significantly increased compared with
normal mucosa (p=0.009), but no difference in UC mucosa (p=0.244). Immunohistochemical staining
revealed that galectin-9-positive cells were increased in the submucosa of CD and not increased in
that of UC and the normal control group. Regarding Tim3 that binds to Gal-9, no difference was
observed as compared with the CD, UC, and normal control group. Although it was carried out for
mononuclear cell culture, No results were obtained.

Our results suggest that elevated Gal-9 expression in CD terminal ileum mucosa may reflect inhibits
expansion of effector Thl cells to prevent further tissue inflammation.
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Galectin-9 is Overexpressed in the Intestinal Mucosa of Pediatric Crohn’ s Disease
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