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Spontaneous theory of mind (ToM) is an unconscious and automatic
understanding of others’ mental states. Previous studies reported the impairment of spontaneous ToM
in persons with ASD. None, to our knowledge, has investigated spontaneous ToM in adults with ADHD.

We performed this study to examine implicit mentalizing in adults with ASD and ADHD using the
anticipatory-looking paradigm designed by Senju et al (2009). The total fixation times to three
areas of interest, 1.e., the actor and the false-belief congruent and incongruent sides of the scene
were measured. We found that both subjects with ADHD and controls did not show looking bias toward
either the false-belief congruent or incongruent side, however, subjects with ADHD had significant
bias. These results suggested the absence of looking bias to_the false-belief incongruent side in
both groups is indicative of intact implicit ToM in adults with ADHD.
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