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Elucidation of molecular mechanisms of and development of combined therapy with
immune checkpoint inhibitors for digestive tract cancer
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170 patients without neoadjuvant therapy and 71 patients with neoadjuvant
chemotherapy for esophageal squamous cell carcinoma, who underwent curative esophagectomy, were
included in present study. Compared with the patients without neoadjuvant chemotherapy, PD-L1
expression in those with neoadjuvant chemotherapy was significantly higher on both tumor and
interstitial cells (p<0.01 and p<0.05, respectively). CD68-positive cells were also recognized more
in the microenvironment of neoadjuvant chemotherapy group than in that of no neoadjuvant therapy
group (p<0.05). It was revealed that CD68-positive cells significantly correlated with PD-L1
expression on tumor cells in the patients with neoadjuvant chemotherapy (p<0.01). On the other hand,

the correlation wasn’ t recognized in the group without neoadjuvant chemotherapy (p=0.22). The
differences about HLA class | expression was not recognized and CD8 positive cells were fewer in

neoadjuvant chemotherapy group.
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16th World Congress, International Society for Diseases of the Esophagus
(September 17, 2018, Vienna)
Poster session
“Energy-less technique” with mini-clips for recurrent laryngeal nerve lymph node dissection in prone
thoracoscopic esophagectomy for esophageal cancer
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