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Nobel role of liver endothelial cells in liver metastasis formation
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i We have reported that cancer-associated fibroblasts have a role as “ leading
cells” which lead cancer cell invasion in the tumor microenvironment. Same as cancer-associated

fibroblasts, we hypothesized that endothelial cells can function as leading cells because of their

high migratory activity in angiogenesis. Although co-culture of pancreatic cancer cells (PCCs) and

human umbilical vascular endothelial cells (HUVECs) under 3D condition could not reveal the role of
HUVECs as leading cells, HUVECs promoted migration of PCCs. Furthermore, neutrophil extracellular

traps promoted the formation of liver metastasis through activation of cancer-associated fibroblasts
in the metastatic foci.
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