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Search for biomarkers and identification of miRNAs for pancreatic cancer
treatment prognoses
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This research will clarify long non-coding RNA expression profiles in
tumors, using cancer tissue samples taken before or after pancreatic cancer neoadjuvant
chemotherapy, and identify prognostic factors for chemotherapy outcomes. The research will use
aspiration cell biopsies by endoscopic ultrasonography, EUS-FNA tissue biopsies, and some specimens
removed surgically after chemotherapy.

In this final year, there has been a sharp rise in multicenter collaborative research under the
auspices of the Japan Pancreas Society in response to the seven reports suggesting EUS-FNA causes
peritoneal metastasis of pancreatic cancer. Our institution has also decided to participate. Until
results are obtained from the joint research into the pros and cons of EUS-FNA, we think this
research should be put on hold temporarily and only resumed once the application has been
resubmitted.
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