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Contribution of T cell function to the pathogenesis of intracranial aneurysms.
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Given the social importance of intracranial aneurysm as a major cause of a
lethal subarachnoid hemorrhage, clarification of mechanisms underlying the pathogenesis is essential
for social health. To examine whether T cell function is involved in aneurysm progression,
intracranial aneurysm model of rats was used. CD3-positive T cells were present in human aneurysm
walls, whose number was significantly larger compared with that in control arterial walls. However,
deficiency in T cells in rats and pharmacological inhibition of T cell function by oral
administration of Cyclosporine A both failed to affect intracranial aneurysm progression.
Furthermore, number of T cells infiltrating in rupture-prone lesions was similar with that in

aneurysm lesions which_never rupture. i ) i
Thus, T cell function is dispensable for the pathogenesis of intracranial aneurysms.
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