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Study of timing _regulation in the network among the pituitary, the ovary and the
adrenal gland in women during the menopausal transition
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During the menopausal transition, transient increase in DHEA-S and transient

decrease in C/DHEA-S ratio were found. DHEA-S level decreased significantly in women treated with
HRT. Slight increase in E2 reduced DHEA-S level. Circulating cortisol (C) level was decreased
significantly by HRT in women with high basal cortisol level, while cortisol level was increased
significantly by HRT in women with low basal cortisol level. In women with irregular menstruation,
the C/DHEA-S ratio showed a significant and positive correlation with TG. FSH levels showed three
patterns such as markedly increase, moderately increase and slightly increase in postmenopause. High

FSH level was associated with low BMI and younger age in early postmenopausal women and was
associated with younger age in late postmenopausal women. Androstenediol level was si?nificantly and
positively correlated with androgen level and was significantly and positively correlated with
cortisol level.
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