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Present situation on deaths related to dental practice in Japan, in the wake of
establishment of the Medical Accident Investigation System

SATO, KEITA
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Since Medical Accident Investi?ation System was enforced in 2015, medical
institutions, including dental clinics, have become obliged to report and investigate every
unforeseen case of death related to the medical care provided. A designated organization, which
receives a report and supports the investigation in the event of such a death, has reported multiple
cases of death related to dental practice. Therefore, there was a growing need to launch a study to
understand the big picture of deaths related specifically to dental practice, and to contemplate on
how to conduct the investigation and take other necessary measures in such a case while considering
characteristics that are unique to dentistry. This study conducted a large-scale survey on deaths
related to dental practice in Japan for the first time. The study uncovered some details concerning
deaths related to dental practice, and the obtained data is expected to serve as a valuable resource

in improving the safety of dentistry.
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