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It aims at a strong psychiatry department hospital the infection management.

NAGAO, Tamiko
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Psychiatric patients present extraordinary challenges: 1. Poor hygiene, 2.

Pica, 3. Closed-environment, long-term, hospitalization, 4. Inability to report symptoms, and 5.
Uncooperativeness. They can be both source and susceptible host of infection, so preventing
outbreaks requires special measures.We conducted a questionnaire, observed ward rounds, and cultured
environmental samples. From our findings, we intervened as needed to prevent outbreaks.

High-priority infection countermeasures in municipal psychiatric hospitals can prevent
healthcare-related infections and maintain a hygienic environment for treatment by: 1. Establishing
a rapid early response system, 2. Building an organizational structure to capture outbreak data from
nearby regions and implement stepwise countermeasures, 3. Preventing imported infections, and 4.
Suitably improving the environment.
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