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The purpose of the present study was to examine fathers’ cognitive process

in response to infant crying and to investigate how this process changes from the age of 2 to 4
months.
The fathers’ cognitive process in response to infant crying was classified into the following six
patterns: ( ) Cognitive process of elimination; ( ) Iterative Cognitive process; ( ) The first
interpretation in the cognitive process; ( ) Routine cognitive process; ( ) Trial and error
cognitive process; ( )No cognitive processing. It was shown that there were characteristic patterns
of fathers’ cognitive process at 2 and 4 months of age. Another feature of the fathers’ cognitive
process was that many fathers showed Pattern6 at both ages. However, there were a certain number of
fathers who did not perform cognitive processes. Therefore, we consider that this result is due to
individual factors within the fathers rather than a tendency in fathers in general.
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