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This study aimed to clarify the competency of Japanese public health nurses
(PHNs) in coping with global society and to develop educational programs through a qualitative
approach. Results revealed that PHNs need competencies related to the following: assessing health
needs of culturally diverse populations in the community, collaborating effectively with other
professionals or organizations to meet immigrants’ health needs, assessing health care needs of
individuals and their family and providing culturally appropriate care, dealing with language
barriers, advocating immigrants’ health and basic rights to promote social justice, identifying
potential public health issues related to global situations, and acquiring a global perspective of
their roles and missions. Some competencies are not fully covered in the basic education for PHNs,
suggesting the need for developing educational programs to improve these competencies.
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