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The purpose of this analysis was to clarify the key elements of a community
diagnostic approach used by public health nurses in the Comprehensive Community Support Centers
(CCSCs) and their ability to use such an approach by comparing them to CCSCs" registered nurses.
CCSCs™ public health nurses and registered nurses had many skills in common in terms of approach and

ability to provide a community diagnosis. The major commonality was that they collect information
through community inspections and other community care support activities. The major difference was
that, while registered nurses grasped community problems by providing community care support
services, public health nurses performed community diagnostic activities not only to grasp community
roblems but also to find problem-solving solutions. As public health nurses sought solutions, the
ability to use a variety of community social resources was one of the key elements of public health
nurse"s community diagnostic skills.
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