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We investigate the relationship between natural disasters and the quality of
government.A growing body research suggests that factors such as income level, human capital,
political freedom, and civil liberty are important determinants of the quality of government.Using
cross-country panel data, we present new evidence of another important determinant of the quality of
government - the frequency of natural disasters.Frequent naturally occurring events such as
earthquakes, storms, and floods require the government to work more efficient to meet their

challenges.
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