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An investigative study on the reconstruction of living in disaster-stricken
areas and i1ts folkloristic background
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This present study focuses on the areas affected by the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake in the Miyagi Prefecture where reconstruction support projects have ended and mass
relocation to high ground has begun. While considering the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake from
the perspective of folklore studies, the study aims to understand the various phenomena found there
and attend to the way of life and its significance before the earthquake. The results reveal that
the disaster-stricken areas were originally centered around IE , making the most of the
natural environment regardless of the sea or land to living with the changes that ensued. The
confusion caused by the reconstruction assistance projects was not due to these changes but rather
because of ignoring the local context regarding “ daily” [life in the disaster-stricken areas, while
the post-earthquake activity was, in fact, the process of “ restoring everyday life” .
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