2016 2018

Language first? Or action first?: The dynamic interplay between language and
motor skills
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This research investigated the co-development and mutual adjustment of
language and motor skills through interaction with others. In order to explore the co-developmental
processes, we analyzed longitudinal videotaped data of group physical activity sessions in one
preschool class at a daycare facility in Japan. In addition, data from a jump-performance experiment

with children, and utterances using the phrases "let"s go" or "let"s + motion verb" in the CHILDES
corpora were analyzed. We also conducted two jump-performance experiments with adults to clarify the
dynamic relationship between linguistic instructions and physical performances. Examining all the
data from the perspectives of language and motion, we demonstrated how language and physical
skills/performances affect each other in child development and in everyday life.
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MOT: alright, let’s come over here>. MOT: yeah you're such a good girl.
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MOT: let's go get that diapie changed ! MOT: well () let's go get your teeth
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