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Fathers participation in child-rearing through book reading activities with
their children

SUZUKI, Kana
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21

The purpose of the research is to investigate how fathers get along with
their children at home. In addition to questionnaire, we video-recorded scenes in which 21 fathers
read picture books aloud to their children. About 30% of the fathers do not regularly engage in such
activities, and some of them are awkward readers. The interview with fathers and mothers also
reveals that fathers take responsibilities only for one-fifth of the chores the family has to do on

a daily basis. Neither fathers or mothers are satisfied with the situation, but they feel reluctant
to ask for more from their partner.
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