2016 2018

A Study on the ethical foundation of nuclear power generation by means of
discourse ethics

Miyasaka, Michio
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The objective of this research was to clarify the status of stakeholders as
the participant in discourse and the conditions of a procedurally valid discourse in nuclear policy
makings for the ethical foundation of nuclear power generation by means of discourse ethics. We
analyzed various documents such as investigation reports about the accident of Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant, books, academic papers, media coverage, and public-opinion polls regarding the
accident or nuclear power policies, and results of various elections in which those issues were one
of the points in dispute. We clarified the nature of the technological and ethical dilemmas related
to the operation of nuclear power plants. We also pointed out that the climate of opinion demanding
the ethical basis of nuclear power generation by means of discourse ethics or other dialogical
mothodologies for policy-makings has been diminishing from Japanese society within the six to eight
years since the Fukushima accident.
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Taking public opinion seriously in post-Fukushima Japan
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