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Ethics and "Strength”: Exploring Foundations of Social Ethics for the Concept of
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Principle of Subsidiarity

What "Resilience™ means has ambiguity and tends to be used in various
contexts simply as the state to be aimed at. It may be the case that someone will be forced to be
resilient for the sake of national interests. Then it is necessary for us to examine the ethical
validity of applications of this concept. In this research, we have investigated various practical
activies that seem to be related to the concept of resilience, such as urban improvement, suicide
prevention, landcare, etc. Then we have explored the conditions under which different people can
live well in different circumstances and contexts within a society. As a result, we concluded that
the key principle to make us grasp the factors that justify the concept of resilience ethically is
not only the principle of sustainability but also the "Principle of Subsidiarity,” which defines the

appropriate relationship between individuals and groups that could bring both autonomy and
solidarity.
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