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A Comprehensive Analysis of Censorship and Literature at Iwanami Shoten

SHIONO, Kaori
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The aim of this project was to elucidate the conditions of media censorship
in Japan from the 1930s to the 1950s by focusing on the Iwanami Shoten publishing house. Towards
this end, we analyzed the primary materials that we collected from our visits to Iwanami Shoten’ s
archives, and conducted comparative surveys of a range of Japanese and American sources regarding
literary censorship. As a result, we were able to establish a detailed account of the wartime rise
of media censorship in Japan. Furthermore, our analysis of texts published during the postwar
Occupation Period revealed the distinctive features of the systems of censorship enforced by the
Japanese Ministry of the Interior and the GHQ/SCAP respectively.
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