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Latin Poet Claudian as a Connecter of Ancient and Medieval Ages in the History
of the European Literature

Miyagi, Tokuya
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Claudian acted as a court poet of fourth century Western Roman Empire. His
works are divided into three parts, works on the political issues, narrative epic and short poems.
In the first part, Claudian praised Theodosius, Honorius and Stilicho, using traditional topics and
themes of the classical Roman Literature. In "the Rape of Proserpina”, narrative epic, he applied an

allegorical method to the various themes borrowing from Virgilian epic in the first century B.C. In
short poems he treated many literary materials of the tradition of the classical literatute and
handed over them to the poets and writers in the Christian late Antiquity and Medieval Age. My

research and treatises clarified his important position in the history of the literature in the
Western Europe.
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