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Comparative study on metalinguistic abilities between Japanese/Engish bilingual
and Japanese monolingual kindergardeners: an fNIRS study
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This study attempted to disclose whether Japanese-English bilinguals (a
greater language distance combination than alphabetical language combination) possessed better
metalinguistic abilities than Japanese monolingual kindergarteners. Their behavioural data revealed
virtually no differences between the two groups, while brain-activation (using fNIRS values on Fpl
and Fp2) data showed a bilingual advantage up to age 5 in Fpl, which lends support to Bialystok et
al’ s study (2004).
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