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Jackendoff (1999)
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In formal semantics, we usually describe natural language meanings in terms
of reference and truth values. However, it has also been pointed out that linguistic expressions
represent values such as positive, negative and neutral meanings. In this study, assuming the value
system proposed by Jackendoff (1999), | have made it clear that values of expressions are calculated

in accordance with the compositionality principle, with verb classes influencing the end result of
such calculation.



a good pianist (a bad pianist)

Jackendoff (1999)

Jackendoff

(a jazz pianist)

(“Snow is white” is true if and only if snow is white.)

("He is a good pianist” is a

positive if and only if his being a good pianist is positively interpreted)

(compositionality principle)

[DP a [NP [AP good] [N pianist]]]

a pianist ) good
pianist good pianist
pianist a good pianist

(external argument)
(internal argument)
the bad natured boy bad
the good natured boy good
commit a terrible crime

pollution extend
pollution)
reduce the pollution

a good pianist
DP
() Good
a good

(extend the
reduce
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